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Very Rev. Msgr. Cornelius O'Mahony, Pastor
Rev. Mr. Rene Marechal, Deacon
Divine Dimaranan, Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper

Mary Luciani, Music Director
Buddy Guevarra, Custodian

Office Hours:

Tuesday-Friday: 9:00 am - 12:00 noon, 1:00-5:00 pm.
July & August: 9:00 am - 12:00 noon, 1:00-4:00 pm.

Weekday Mass:
Tuesday: 7:00 pm

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00 am

Sunday Mass:
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Available Saturday 4:00-4:30 pm or
by appointment.

ST. MARGARET MARY PARISH

20 Idlewood Avenue, Hamilton, Ontario L8T 1V9
%y 905-388-2200 905-388-8416
stmargaretmaryparish.ca @ office@stmargaretmaryparish.ca

Parish Devotions:
Eucharistic Adoration: Mon-Fri: 8:00 am-8:00 pm.
Sat: Benediction 8:45 am.

Baptism: Celebrated by appointment only.

Participation in a Baptismal Preparation Session is
required. Please contact the parish office (905-388-2200)
well in advance.

Marriage: Parishioners who are planning to marry should
contact the parish office at least six months before the
proposed wedding date.

Visits to the Sick: If you or someone you know is in need
of a visit in home or hospital please call the parish office.

New to the Parish: Please register by completing a
registration form (available online and in the Narthex).
We also ask that you notify the office of any change in
address or telephone number.

Schools:
St. Margaret Mary 905-383-8122
St. Kateri Tekakwitha 905-385-8212
St. Anthony Daniel 905-389-5186

St. Jean De Brebeuf Secondary  905-388-7020

180-1



1-081

THE ASCENSION OF
THE LORD
MAY 17, 2026

REFLECT ON THE GOSPEL
Reflect upon next Sunday’s Gospel throughout the week.
The Vigil of Pentecost is: John 7.37-39

OUR GIFTS TO GOD
May 10,2026 Collection
Regular Sunday Env. $5,173.00
Loose Collection $1,329.00
Mission Coop-HAITI $1,515.00
St.M.M. Parish Outreach $247.00

We thank you for your continued, dedicated and regular
financial support for St. Margaret Mary Parish.

Thank you.....thank you..... to the amazing teachers,
principals and parish volunteers under the direction of Mary
Mwalwanda and Carol Pearce who coaxed, cajoled and
brought great order to the preparation and celebrations of
the sacraments of Confirmation, First Communion and first
reconciliation over the last number of months. Mary and
Carol especially had the hard task of coordinating
registration and immediate preparation for both sacraments,
which is no small feat considering the numbers of children
they had to manage. To everyone involved, a very sincere
thank you for your time, effort and patience. Information for
the sacraments for 2027 will be available in September after
the new academic year calendar is finalized.

PARISH OUTREACH
1’."‘%&\ Thank you to everyone who participated in the
ﬂ&; Outreach Meeting. We are grateful for your
time, ideas, and support as we continue
strengthening this important ministry together.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK MASS
Our Anointing of the Sick Mass will be
celebrated on Saturday, May 23" @ 11:00
am. A reception and time for socializing in the
Hearth Room will follow after Mass. Anyone
suffering from a serious chronic illness or elderly persons in
general state of infirmity is welcome to receive this
Sacrament. If you would like to be anointed, please return
your completed registration form to the office by Tuesday,
May 19™. Registration forms are in the Narthex.

A CALL FOR “SANDWICH & BAKING VOLUNTEERS”
We are planning to offer small sandwiches and baked
squares/cookies at the reception after The Anointing of the
Sick Mass again this year. If you would be willing o bake or
make one loaf or sandwiches for this event, please call Inez
at 905-387-6152 or Irma at 905-389-2032.

Mass at 7:00pm on Tuesday
9:00am on Wednesday — Friday

Tues., May 19 tJosefina Fajardo

7:00 pm. tPacita Tumbokon
1Dino & Deana Santi

Wed., May 20 tNicola Gabriele

9:00 am tSister Moira Virginia Mcblafferty

Thurs. May 21 Intentions of Nonila Tallara

9:00 am tConrado Abesamis
TChristine Sieminski

Fri., May 22 tJohn Melo

9:00 am tSamuel Agapay

Intentions of Herold Trafford
Sat., May 23 tPedro Carducci
5:00 pm tMafalda Trifone
tAmelia Agnes

A REFLECTION FOR THE FEAST OF THE
ASCENSION: The Feast of the Ascension can seem, at
first glance, like a celebration of distance, Christ leaving the
earth and ascending into heaven. Yet the deeper truth of the
Ascension is not that Jesus moves away from humanity, but
that humanity itself is lifted up into God. The risen Christ
ascends carrying the wounds of the crucifixion in his
glorified body. Heaven is not entered through perfection as
the world defines it, but through love, humility, and
communion.

Thomas Merton once reflected that many people spend their
whole lives climbing the “ladder of success,” only to discover
in the end that the ladder was leaning against the wrong wall.
It is a powerful image for our age. So much of modern life
encourages us to strive constantly for recognition,
accomplishment, comfort, and status. Yet the Gospel
repeatedly points us in another direction.

Henri Nouwen described the Christian journey as one of
“downward mobility.” To follow Jesus is not primarily to rise
above others, but to lower ourselves in love, to identify with
the least, the lost, and the forgotten. Christ himself revealed
this path. Though he was Lord, he washed the feet of his
disciples. Though he was without sin, he entered fully into
human suffering. Even in glory, he remains marked by the
wounds of love.

Nouwen eventually discovered that he could not simply write
or lecture about this truth. He had to live it. At the height of
academic success, teaching at Harvard and Yale, writing
books read around the world, he found himself deeply
unhappy and spiritually restless. He realized that speaking
about humility and compassion without embodying them left
something incomplete within him.
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This realization led him eventually to the L'Arche
community in Richmond Hill, where people with intellectual
disabilities and their assistants share life together. There,
Nouwen discovered a deeper understanding of the Gospel.
Although he remained a sought-after speaker, he insisted that
whenever he travelled to conferences, a member of the
L’Arche community travel with him. He believed he could
not speak truthfully about Christ without standing beside
those whom society often overlooks or dismisses.

In many ways, Nouwen’s experience illuminates the mystery
of the Ascension. God does not save isolated, polished,
“successful” versions of ourselves. God raises up whole
human beings wounded, imperfect, vulnerable, and beloved.
The Ascension reveals that what the world calls weakness is
not rejected by God. It is transformed.

This is an important reminder for all of us. We often hide our
wounds, failures, insecurities, and limitations. We fear they
make us less worthy. Yet the risen Christ appears with scars
still visible. The wounds are not erased; they are glorified.
Perfection, in the Christian sense, does not mean
flawlessness. It means allowing ourselves to be fully united
to the love of God.

The Feast of the Ascension therefore invites us to reconsider
what true greatness looks like. Perhaps holiness is not found
in climbing ever higher above others, but in learning to walk
more closely with those who suffer. Perhaps the way upward
is, paradoxically, downward toward humility, compassion,
and communion. Christ ascends not to abandon humanity,
but to bring humanity into the very life of God. And he brings
with him every scar redeemed by love.

SAVE THE DATE: 15T ANNUAL
SUMMER MARKET & GARAGE SALE
Join us on Saturday, June 20, from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
We are accepting gently used donations for the garage sale,
including home goods, tools, toys, books, sporting goods,
and outdoor equipment.
Drop-Off: Parish Garage
Dates: May 30 & June 13 |9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
Vendor Tables Available
Parishioners and family members with small businesses are
invited to reserve a table. Fee: $40 donation per table (no tax
receipts issued). To reserve a table or for inquiries, contact
Matt  Tratnyek  Phone:  289-808-0519  Email:
matthew_tratnyek@hotmail.com

PORKETTA ON A BUN
The Knights of Columbus will be selling
Porketta on a Bun after all masses on the
weekend of May 30/31, 2026. Prices are $ 6.00
each or 3 for $ 15.00. Pre order sheets are in the
Narthex of the Church. Last day for pre-orders is Tuesday,
May 26, 2026.

CWL Annual Dinner, Thursday May 21 6pm at
Michelangelo’s: members of the CWL will be selling
tickets after all the Masses this weekend. Tickets are
$60.00, cash or cheque. Bishop Gerard Bergie will be the
special guest. Currently, he serves as the National Spiritual
Advisor for the CWL. Invite former parishioners, friends for
a great night out.  Mass will be celebrated at Spm at the

2 CWL ANNUAL PLANT SALE ¢
The CWL will be holding their Annual Plant
Sale on May 23" and 24" They are also

church prior to the dinner .
accepting donations of perennials and annuals.

If you would like to donate plants, please bring

them to the church before Mass that weekend. Thank you for
helping our community bloom!

PENTECOST NOVENA
The Haiti Twinning Committee invites all parishioners to
join our Pentecost Novena in solidarity with St. Gabriel
Parish in Beau Séjour. The Novena begins Friday, May 15,
and ends Saturday, May 23, leading up to Pentecost Sunday
on May 24.

Please pray daily: “Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your

faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your

Spirit and they shall be created, and you will renew the face of the
earth. Amen.”

Come, Holy Spirit, bless the parishioners of St. Gabriel and
St. Margaret Mary Parishes and all the world. Heal us,
protect us, guide us, and fill us with your strength, grace, and

love. Amen.

TJ b WORLD YOUTH DAY 2027 IN SEOQOUL

MR “, KOREA- DIOCESAN DELEGATION
SEou- The Diocesan Pastoral Offices are coordinating a

delegation of young adults to attend the World

Youth Days in Seoul, South Korea from July 31 — August 9,
2027. Spots are almost full for this pilgrimage of faith and
unity with young people from around the world! If you are
interested in learning more about this opportunity, or wish to
register, please visit wyd.hamiltondiocese.com.

PLANTING SEEDS INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
LEARNING- GUATEMALA 2026: GIVE TODAY!
This July 2026, Christina Mines, our parish music minister,
will travel to Guatemala with Planting Seeds International
and Catholic educators from across the Diocese. Christina
is seeking prayers and financial support to help provide
music education to over 300 children in early childhood
programs in Guatemala. Donations of any amount are greatly
appreciated. Thank you for supporting this mission of faith,

education, and service.
For donation information, visit:
https://plantingseedsinternational.org/
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CENTRAL & Mmm‘y, ,i Dignit ® DR. jERRY

Plumbing & Heating vestaurant
Sewer Cleaning + Water Heaters authentic homemade PAERSRIAR DeSTEPHANIS
Boilers » Air Coqdﬂwmng * Plumbing ita!ian cuisine since 1978 Eve/b?, DM Emm FAMILY DENTISTRY
601 Green Mountain Rd E 905-527-2406 824 King St. W. 835 Paramount Dr.
www.centralpandh.ca | 905-523-4240  905-385-3284 Cresmount Funeral Homes New Patients
PAUL LEWIS SETTIMI 5. LL5. “Fennell Chapel” Welcome

Barrister And Solicitor 322 Fennell Ave. E.

280 lirltc;réggzt%egogreek I"dUStria 905-387-2111 1104 Fennell Ave. E.
Suite 204

Fax 905.527.0774 : : Phil Seagrove, Manager
: - izzeria + bar ’
4 Nggg ztzv;/’()%r&rsr“by p cresmountfennellchapel.com 905-383-8338
— Your Favourite Full Service —
an Dining at i TOTALTREE CARE INC.|| - gy cpprionaL SUPERMIKE
+Catring ltalian Dining at its Best! | Eugene Stevens - parishioner
Deli Book Your Bantisms  Arborist/Forest Technician INTERIORS & CARPENTRY | HANDYMAN SERVICES
+Bakery \ p ) trimming * pruning + removal
Prenared Foods Communions + cabling - surgery + consultation Renovations — Bathrooms Drywall & Plaster Repairs
i . Confirmati ith U 34 Viewpoint Ave. Built Ins — Cabinetry Interior & Exterior Painting
onmirmations WIth US  18us 905 574-4532 Cel 905 570-5443
Today - - Stone/Tile/Wood Feature Walls Fence & Deck Repairs
' Fascination Mantels - Floating Shelves Small Jobs - Big Jobs
at fAIf’ffﬂZ[;‘fg ?!‘!'CES’ 365-601-3757 Flowers Beams & Columns
EVENR OO GE L 3 1 1009% Satisfaction Guaranteed Storage Solutions Hang, Repair, Replace,
www.zarkys.com scevents@industriapizzeria.com 1104 Fennell Ave. E. Painting — Custom Carpentry Assemble, Remove,

905-527-2881

20 Hempstead Dr. 905-574-1500 Install Anything!

Craftsmanship — Integrity
Customer Service Your To-Do List done.

796 Upper Gage Ave

1919 King St East

-~ ‘ 4 7 East Ave South
@(’WN(*{ //y 4 905-388-4141

www.exceptional-interiors.ca
MIKE TAPUSKA 905-516-2150

P.X. DERMODY FUNERAL HOMES dermodys.com
Family Owned and Operated for over 100 Years!
Gia Walton * CHARLES = :
Sales Representative M A C ALU S O . }_’/Qﬁ(?/(&/j/’//
905-719-0599 \Y r oS Funeral Chapel
www.giawalton.com RE/MAX M B.Sc., LL.B. Owned and Operated by the
RE/ MAXESCABPTENJ HALL or FAME Barrister & Solicitor D' Alessandro &
Shopping INGRASSIA MACALUSO Friscolanti-Cameron
o g Eastmour_|t Family.Dentistry Locally ASSOCIATES families since 1960
Blie MRl el AR S G 69 John St. South www.friscolanti.com
+ General Family Dentistry « Crowns/Bridges aves as Suite 200
. » Wisdom Teeth « Dentures « Implants 43 Barton St. E.
‘ﬁ 7 + Ortho - Cosmetic Dentistry « Extractions 905'522-7442 905-522-0912

% Canadian Dental Care Plan participantsx
Accepting and providing care to approved CDCP clients

Proudly practicing in Canada for over 25 years!

10-788 Upper Ottawa St.
Tel: 905-383-5664 Emerg: 905-537-2162

Bay Gardens

Funeral Home
by Arbor Memorial

THE PERFECT SPOT www.baygardens.ca

1010 Botanical Drive 947 Rymal Road East
Burlington, Ontario Hamilton, Ontario
905-527-0405 905-574-0405

Edward Jones
Michael O'Brien, DFSA, RRC, MBA

Financial Advisor

15 Lockport Way, Stoney Creek 905-570-0452
michael,j.o'brien@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.ca/michael,j.o'brien

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
1-800-268-2637
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